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TA-50 readiness
Command Sgt. Maj. Eusebius P. Cadet, command sergeant
major of U. S. Army Garrison Japan, inspects fifteen TA-50
uniforms Feb. 28 for the USAG-J Headquarters and
Headquarters Company in order to ensure proper
maintenance of the uniforms for maximum readiness. Also
pictured is 1st Sgt. Gary Woods, HHC first sergeant.

IRS offers free tax assistance for service members
By Carmen L. Gleason
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON - For more than 25 years, the Internal
Revenue Service has offered troops and their families free
assistance at military tax centers worldwide through the
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program.

“The IRS offers volunteer income tax assistance to both
military servicemembers and civilians,” Bill Cressman, an
IRS spokesman, said the revenue service wants to help lift
the burden of tax filing from members of the military who
often run into complicated tax exemptions.  “We want to
make tax compliance easier.”

Commanders throughout the services have supported
the program by providing personnel, space and equipment
for tax centers. The IRS provides tax software and training.

The program, overseen by the Armed Forces Tax Council,
works to train military volunteers on installations through

a series of intensive training sessions so they can
understand current laws and offer tax advice, preparation,
return filing and other tax assistance, Cressman said.

IRS tax laws provide special benefits to active-duty
servicemembers, particularly those in combat zones. For
federal tax purposes, “armed forces” includes officers and
enlisted members in regular and reserve units controlled by
the secretaries of Defense, Army, Navy and Air Force, in
addition to the Coast Guard.

According to the IRS Web site, three combat zones have
been designated by executive order from the president in
areas where armed forces are or have engaged in combat,
this includes the air space above those areas. These are the
Arabian Peninsula, Kosovo and Afghanistan.

The Defense Department also has certified locations for
combat zone tax benefits due to the direct support of
military operations during operations Iraqi and Enduring
Freedom. A listing of these locations can be found at

www.irs.gov/newsroom by clicking on the “Armed Forces”
tab.

Those who qualify for combat zone provisions can
apply for military pay exclusions, deadline extensions and
miscellaneous provisions by writing “combat zone” and
their deployment date in red ink on the top of tax returns.

Qualifying taxpayers may directly notify the IRS of their
exclusion status by e-mailing combatzone@irs.gov.
Servicemembers should provide name, stateside address,
date of birth, and date of deployment to the combat zone.
They should not include social security numbers in an e-
mail. This notification may be made by the taxpayer, spouse,
or authorized agent or representative.

Recent law changes also have allowed military members
to count tax-free combat pay when determining contributions
to Roth and traditional individual retirement accounts. This
also can apply to taxes filed since 2004. Troops are allowed
to go back and make contributions for those years.
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By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON - Improvised explosive devices
are to the war in Iraq what artillery and mortars were
to World War II, Korea and Vietnam - the main troop
killers, a retired general working to defeat the deadly
devices said here Tuesday.

Retired Army Gen. Montgomery Meigs, head of
the Joint Improvised Explosive Device Defeat
Organization, briefed media on progress in countering
IEDs in Iraq and Afghanistan.

“IEDs are hybrid, idiosyncratic things that go off
in surprising ways,” Meigs said. “But all they are, are
the enemy’s fire system. The question is, ‘How do we
deal with this fire system?’ And we spend a lot of time
on that.”

In previous wars, the enemy delivered artillery
shells through guns. In Iraq, the enemy delivers the
ordnance “through the labyrinth of structures in that
society,” Meigs said.

But the coalition is making progress against the
improvised weapons. “We have gotten better at it,
(and we) know more what our enemies are doing,”
Meigs said.

He added that his organization also has done a
better job of finding appropriate technologies to
counter these weapons.

Car bombs and IEDs are responsible for about 65
percent of the coalition casualties in Iraq, he said.
More than 2,500 Americans have died as a result of
hostile fire in Iraq, according to DoD officials.

But advances in defending against these weapons
are working. The ratio of wounded to killed in Iraq is
9 to 1, Meigs said. In Vietnam, that ratio was 2 to 1, and
in Korea it was 2.5 to 1.

Progress is also shown in the number of IEDs
found and disarmed and the number of IEDs that go
off but have no effect. The number of Americans
being killed and wounded by the weapons has
remained about the same, even though the enemy is
planting far more of them, Meigs said. “The enemy
is putting out four to five times the number of IEDs
to cause one casualty that they did three and a half
years ago,” he said.

The number of attacks is going up because the
opportunity is there. “It’s very easy for a young,
unemployed, angry male to collect $300 for setting
out an IED and (video)taping it,” Meigs said. “There’s
a lot of money on the street, so market factors also
play a part.”

Terrorists have built Internet sites that give step-
by-step instructions in how to build and plant IEDs.
Saddam Hussein bought millions of tons of
ammunition and stashed it all over the country. All
this makes it easy for enemies to “weaponize leftover
ammunition,” Meigs said.

The general said the best strategy is to attack the
IED network. His organization helps fund that effort.
Thirteen percent of the organization’s $3.5 billion
fiscal 2006 budget was dedicated to offensive
operations. That number jumped to 31 percent of the
budget in fiscal 2007, he said.

Meigs would not get specific about offensive
actions his organization is funding. “It’s the most
sensitive part of what we do, and saying that would
give (the enemy) an idea into our thinking, and they
could counter it,” he said.

Improving defensive capacity is also important.
The budget for defensive operations went from 78
percent in 2006 to 62 percent of the Joint IED Defeat
Organization’s budget in 2007.
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Walking the straight and narrow
By Esther Dacanay
Torii Editor

It starts with a small, burning ember and eventually
grows into an enormous flame.  Scorching heat and
black smoke rises up in the air, sending gray, flaky

ash to settle upon the tops of onlookers’ heads.  The
chanting begins, followed by a ceremonial dance.
Eventually, the flames are quenched, leaving burning
coals on the ground.

The annual Fire-Walking Festival draws more than
three thousand visitors each year, held at Mt. Takao in
Hachioji City, less than 40 minutes from Camp Zama by
train or car.

During the ceremony, a procession of priests dressed
in brilliantly-colored brocade robes walk barefoot across
the burning, hot coals, which are left after a great pile of
cedar boughs are set on fire.

Fire-walking is a common practice among Japanese
mountain cults, such as the Yamabushi, which came to be
renowned for their magical abilities and sought out as
healers or mediums, known as miko. Most of these ascetics
studied the teachings of the Tendai sect of Buddhism, or
the Shingon sect, established in the 8th centuryby Kobo
Daishi, who first introduced Buddhism to Japan.

Haguro is a sacred mountain in northern Japan, which
is the Yamabushi birthplace, where they gather at the
summit each year in August to conduct their ritual fall
training, lasting eight days.

The trainees, who come from all walks of life, be it
journeyman or salaryman, are not permitted to bathe,
practice oral hygiene, or change clothes throughout the
duration of the training.  Some are retired, but many are just
tired of the rat race of train commutes and the lifestyle of
16-hour work days.  It’s sort of a soul-searching journey.

As for the actual ceremony, the purpose is to pray for
world peace, health and safety. After the priests walk
across the hot coals, visitors young and old are also
welcome to brave the heat and soot with their bare feet.
Don’t worry about getting scorched - you’re basically

walking on a straight and narrow dirt path amidst the
cooled-down coals.

However, Mt. Takao is known for much more than the
great Fire-Walking Festival.

Tourists and hikers alike will find the sacred Mt. Takao
to be a pedestrian’s paradise. It’s home to many temples,
shrines, restaurants, street shops, hiking trails, waterfalls,
a zoo and even the famous Trick Art Museum, which has
an Egyptian theme. Also located here is an observation
deck which boasts a great view of Tokyo and Hachioji City
on a clear, sunny day.

There’s more than one way to reach the the top of Mt.
Takao: cable car, chair lift or by foot. If you catch the cable
car or chair lift, you still need to walk for at least another 20
minutes before reaching the top of the mountain. However,
it’s a pleasant walk with a fairly well-paved path. Just be
sure to wear comfortable shoes and travel light.

The most favorable route to the mountain top is the chair
lift, which carries you and a travel partner up to an elevation
of 600 meters at the speed of nearly 10 miles an hour. Just
like a ski lift, you hop on and hop off.

The view from the top is excellent and the ride back down
is quite surreal, with a fear factor of about a six out of ten,
if you’re afraid of heights. But not to worry. A safety net
is situated four feet from the lift throughout the entire ride.
You even have the option of purchasing a photo to prove
you were actually on the lift.

Other attractions at Mt. Takao include the incredible
Biwadaki and Hebi-daki Falls, the Takao-san Natural Zoo
and Botanical Garden, where free-running monkeys might
greet you.

To get to Mt. Takao by train, take the Odakyu Line to
Machida Station and transfer to the Yokohama Line. From
there, exit at the Hachioji Station and catch the JR Chuo Line
to Takao Station, then jump on the Keio Line and exit at the
Takaosanguchi Station.

The Mt. Takao businesses are in operation daily from 8
a.m. – 5 p.m.. The next Mt. Takao Fire-Walking Festival is
scheduled for March 11. For more information, visit
www.jref.com/practical/takaosan.shtml.


